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December 9, 2016
Ex Parte Letter

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 10-90, Connect America Fund
Dear Ms. Dortch:

On Wednesday, December 7, 2016, John Badal, CEO of Sacred Wind Communications, Inc.
together with the undersigned from NTCA-The Rural Broadband Association separately met with
Nicholas Degani from Commissioner Pai’s office, Robin Colwell from Commissioner O’Rielly’s
office and Travis Litman from Commissioner Rosenworcel’s office.

During the meetings Mr. Badal discussed the unique challenges his company faces in serving
areas of the Navajo Nation scattered throughout rural New Mexico. He stressed his company’s
reliance on high cost universal service fund (USF) support to serve a remote area with many low-
income, multigenerational households. He estimated that, even in the wake of recent reforms
intended to address such concerns, standalone broadband in his service territory would cost over
$300 per subscriber, per month — unaffordable to his subscribers even with low-income discounts.

Mr. Badal also talked about his company’s desire to expand to unserved adjacent territory,
explaining that limitations in the current rules and the underfunding of, and the uncertainty
surrounding, USF support has stymied that effort. Mr. Badal stressed the need to fully fund all of
the USF programs to ensure that the statutory goals of universal service can be realized and that all
consumers in his state, including those situated in and near the tribal areas his company serves,
have access to reasonably priced voice and broadband services comparable to what is found in
more urban areas of the country.

In particular, NTCA emphasized the importance of providing sufficient USF support for both the
model and non-model USF mechanisms, and the negative effects on consumer rates and
broadband access that will arise out of the absence of such support in defiance of the expectations
of reform. See, e.g. Ex Parte Letter from Michael R. Romano, Senior Vice President, NTCA, to
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, Commission, WC Docket No. 10-90 (filed Nov. 21, 2016).

Attached is the presentation Mr. Badal handed out at each of the meetings.



Thank you for your attention to this correspondence. Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the
Commission’s rules, a copy of this letter is being filed via ECFS.

Sincerely,

[s/ Jill Canfield

Jill Canfield

Vice President, Legal and Industry
Assistant General Counsel

cc:  Nicholas Degani
Robin Colwell
Travis Litman



9L0Z ‘Z ¥3diN3o3d
NOISSININOD SNOILVIINNININOD TVi3a3ad

SNOILLVDINNIWINOD
ANIM d3dOIVS




sJawo1sn) a10way Yyoeay 031 SSajaJIM paxid Suizijian

sanss| Aepn-10-S1y3iy xs|dwo) -
ealy pleoqtayoay) uoileN ofeaeN ayi ul SUIAISS

Sul|a4IT |eqlL % T8 -
(Uamou8 9%491) saui| ss920e 0O9E Ajaualin)
SUOI1BRIIUNWWOD) 1S9MD Wolj Alolluia) palinbay

9007 Jaqwadaq Ul papuno

SUOI1B2IUNWILIOD) PUIAA paJoeS

SNOLLVIINAWWOD



UogEnjasay UoteN oleneN

S




TT0Z ul Suluui8aq sa|nJ Suipun{ D)4 yum sasueyd

9JIAISS TT6 JO SdU3SqY

S91eJ apIdINs ua3l

‘90UB|OIA J13SaWOP ‘Dsedsip Meay ‘sa1aqelp YSiH
aWodul MO

Aisusp moT

sa3ejueApesip Jawoisn)

¢]

o

(o]

o

JUSWIUIBA0D
pue ajdoad ofeaeN 2yl yum uoneindal 1ood -

sanloey} 1addo) pase ‘sjiw 3se]
Aloeded pueqgpeolq oN

30INIDS
auoydaj|al 0} SSSIJB /M SIWOY %OE UBY] SS31

900Z ‘1S9MD WoJ} uollisinboy

o

s

€

[+]

sa3ua||eyd

SNOLLVIINAWWOD




,600¢C ‘ealuawy uj ssauisng |jews
3uniidsuj 1sojA 8yl ,, paieusisaq
19414 [e213dO

JO s3jlw 0/ “4addo) mau Jo sajiw
00T ‘Sidulqe) |eusiq 67 ‘SIoMol
Q¢ ‘S9I1LQ |elIua) g pa1dnJisuo)d
spue oleaeN

uo spaads puegpeo.d 1say3iH
suondiasqns sul|a47 [eqUL %T8

s[|eisu] maN 00%¢

SIUSWIDASIYDY

SNOLLVDINAIWIWNOD



'sdqiN 0T

'3 9 SNSISA SAQIA 77 @ T — dul|94I]
|eglil-uou ueyl spaads Jamoj

JOABJ SI2WOISND dUl|341] [eqidl) -

%/ G — pueqpeolg /m aul|a41]

%6 77 — 91ed )je] pueqpeolg
puegpeoJlg - SJUsWaAalydy

SNOLLVIINAWIWOD

E

=



Supjoe| poddns 3502 YSIH =

weigoid 45N DD Jo} AjljlenD <«

(10Y moy)
Alljige|ieAe sueO| 1S9J91Ul MO« sue|d JUSWISIAUI PaHWIT =
|22z [e20] /M Auedwod [B207 « 949YMas|a s1a)Jew Ja33Ig=
J11soudy ASojouydal « Ajuo auijpuei=
VININHO4d S.ANIM d3dOVS VINNYO4L S d314dVI T d3il

$S920NS J0J BjNWI04 31 pasguey)d

SNOLLVDINAWWOD

P gaeae <



Aj3s02 AJ9A UOI1ONIISUOD) «

uoidweyd Juswadedud jequ] — ,Ajjeinino,
pawJojtad Suilsydew R 32IAISS «

Sjugwioses JO S350 «

sassad0.4d p\OY JO uonedijdng «
$1502 3 S9ssa%04d ANOY [eqli1/[edapa «

(SOT) 3UBIS Jo 3ur AjRA<
3sed| Asawoy aJinboy <
yoea 40} Suissaippe |ednd alinboy «

JaWwolsnd
T [|BIsul 01 S|jOJ 33NJ} £-¢ WNWIUlAN <«

9[lw sJenbs iad spjoyasnoH g <«

paaN 1oddns 150D YsiH /ealy 350D YsiH

SNOLLVIINAWIWOD

==




3ANIT3417 vV d33N S43d13 AT V SH43LN3D 4OIN3S JONVLdI2IV

11 pJoLle P|IN0J Asyl JI UBAS " JJom
1 UOM SJapje Joi Ajuo-puedgpeolg AYAA.....

ANIM dIFIVS







>
I.l A

BIE
Dlk

CAF Il Census

P
SEeEmE

-

COMMUNICATIONS




"0S Op 01 P3[IE) ANRY SISYI0 3I3YyM S0IAISS puedxs pue spesddn
01 ‘siapinoid 192415-3Y1-U0-199) SNJ3 9Y1 248 OYM ‘SISLIIBD [BlNJ SZIAIJUIDU| :3Ul] WOROYg -

syliey Ajuo TT6-3 210woid pue papuewsp as9Yym Ajuo-3210A 104 Hoddns ysi|qeiss-ay -
1USWIAS3AUI PaNUIIUOD ,SJ3LIIRD [ednd Jo) Alljigeldipald 3101saYy -

24n39n41s Moddns wia) Ja8uo| B apn[oul 01 suoidne 4y) syl puedxy -
sealy Apnis 9zaauun -
Seale PaAIaSIapUN Ul SIIAISS |BINJ JO UOIsuedxs ay3 adelnodus -

‘swisiueydsw Suiniodau Jaylo pue
/ /% 1ua1nd Suisn Aouasedsuel] pue ‘Aljigeiunoddy ‘AljesSni4 01 sadesssw 1@ 4 ‘M 3yl a8ueyd -

[SPOIAI'[EINY SUl P|INGSY 15NN 004

SNOLLVIINNWIWOD



	12.07.16 ex parte John Badal CAF
	201612081002

